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UNITED  STATES  DEPART?i[ENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Production  and  Marketing  Administration 
Grain  Branch 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 

PROSECUTIONS  AND  SEIZURES  UNDER  THE  FEDERAL  SEED  ACT 
(January  1,  191+7,  to  June  30,  19U7  (133-447) 


133'     False  labeling  of  sweetclover,  alfalfa,  and  red  clover  seed. 
U.  S.  Y.  William  McGuin  of  the  Wertheimer-McGuin  Seed  Company,  Ligonier, 
Indiana.    Plea  of  guilty*     Fine  |150  and  $25  costs,     (F.  S.  h30) 

The  Wertheimer-McGuin  Seed  Company,  Ligonier,  Indiana,  in  March, April,  and 
June  1914!+,  transported  or  delivered  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce 
from  Ligonier,  Indiana,  to  dealers  in  Michigan  and  Maryland  I4.O  bags  of  sweet- 
clover  seed,  6  bags  of  alfalfa  seed,  and  I9  bags  of  red  clover  seedo 

Information  was  filed  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Northern  District  of  Indiana  alleging  that  the  Wertheimer-McGuin  Seed  Company, 
Ligonier,  Indiana,  did  unlawfully  transport  or  deliver  for  transportation  in 
interstate  commerce  the  above-mentioned  shipments  of  seed  in  violation  of  the 
Federal  Seed  Act.     The  violations  were  as  follows; 

1.  A  shipment  of  I4O  bags  of  sweetclover  seed  m.ade  to  Lansing,  Michigan, 
was  labeled,  in  part,  "Purity  99,20  «  Crop  ,25  -  Germination  80%  - 
Hard  whereas,  it  was  found  to  consist,  in  part,  of  96.93  percent 
pure  seed  and  2o35  percent  crop  seed,  and  was  found  to  have  a 
germination  of  37  percent  with  an  additional  11  percent  hard  seeds. 

2.  A  shipment  of  6  bags  of  alfalfa  seed  made  to  Sturgis,  Michigan, 
was  labeled,  in  part,  "Grimm  Alfalfa  -  Purity  99.0i3  -  Crop  .l+0"j 
whereas,  it  was  found  to  consist,  in  part,  of  92.36  percent 
alfalfa  seed  and  5»92  percent  sweetclover  seed. 

5.    A  shipment  of  I9  bags  of  red  clover  seed  made  to  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
was  labeled,  in  part,  "Purity  97c20  -  Weeds  .86  -  Germ„  86  -  7.  Eard"j 
whereas,  it  was  found  to  consist,  in  part,  of  93>59  percent  pure 
seed  and  5»23  percent  weed  seed,  and  was  found  to  have  a  germination 
of  71  percent  with  an  additional  1  percent  hard  seed. 

On  February  20,  19U7,  William  McGuin  of  the  Wertheimer-McGuin  Seed 
Company,  Ligonier,  Indiana,  entered  a  plea  of  guilty  and  the  cCltrt  imposed  a 
fine  of  $'50  on  each  of  the  three  counts  and  |25  costs  ^..^^^^^'-''^i 


_2- 


False  and  incomplete  labeling  of  popcorn,   sweetclover  and  alfalfa 
seed.     U-  S.  v.  William  McGuin  of  the  V/ertheiner--McGuin  Seed  Company,  Ligonier, 
Indiana.    Plea  of  guilty..   Fine.  $200  and  $25  costs,     (F.  S.  )|i[3) 

The  Wertheimer-McGuin  Seed  Company,  Ligonier,  Indiana,  in  February,  March, 
and  May  1914-5  transported  or  delivered  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce 
from  LigonieTj.  Indiana  to,  purchasers  in  Ohio,  Kansas^  Michigan,  and  New  York 
a  total  of  3,500  poujids  of  . popcorn  seed,  .  5.. bags  of  sweetclover  seed  and       '  , 
I4  bags  of  alfalfa  seed.  ^  :  \ 

Informatign  was  .filed  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United. States  for; 
the.  Northern.  Dis  trict  of  Indiana  alle,ging  that  the  Werth  e.i.merr.McGuin.  Seed 
Company,  Ligonier,  Ind.ianaj,  unlawfully,  transported  or  delivered  for  ■ 
transportation  ,  in.  .interstate  .commerce  the  above-mentioned  shipments,  of  ,  seed-  . 
in  violation  of  the  Feaeral  Seed  Act.     The  violations  were  as  follows? 

...   1  and  2.     A  shipment  of  2,000  pounds  of  popcorn-seed  madeto  Edon,  Ohio^ 
,  and.  a.  shipment  of  1,5^0  pounds  of  popcorn  seed  made  to  Salina,  . -Kansas 
,•  ...  wq^S;  advertised  as  "hybrid"  popcorn  seed  and  "certified"  popcorn 

seed  and  when  shipped  in  interstate  commerce  was  labeled  as  "hybrid" 
popcorn  seed*  whereas,  it  was  not  hybrid  popcorn  seed  or  certified 
•  popcorn  seed.  ..,  .  .•         ■  .    .•     .  , 

,      3»  A  shipment  of  5  bags  of  sweetclover  seed  made  to-  Coldwater,  Michigan, 
was  labeled,   in  part,  "Tall  Swt... Clover  ***  Purity  99=  60"  and  the 
invoice  described  the  seed  as  "Yu  B.  Sweet  Clo^"  indicating  the  seed 
was  white  sweetclover  seed;  whereas,  the  seed  was  found  to  contain 
approximately  I7. 68  percent  yellow  sweetclover  seed. 

A  shipment  of  l\.  bags  of  alfalfa  seed  made  to  Canaserag-a^,  New  York, 
was  labeled,   in  part,  "Purity  98,00  ~  Inert  odU  -  Weeds  1.08"  but 
did  not  indicate  the  presence  of  any  noxious-weed  seeds;  v/hereas,  it 
was  found  to  consist,   in  part,  of  96. 13  percent  pure  seed,  1.73  percent 
inert  matter,  and  2,09  percent  Aveed  seed  and  was  found  to. contain  the 
..noxious-weed  seed,  dodder,  at  the  rate  . of  22I4.  per  pound* 

On  February  20,  l^Ul ,  William  McGuin  of  the  Vvertheimer-McGuin  Seed  Company, 
Ligonier,  Indiana,  entered  a  plea  of  guilty  and  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of 
^50  on  eg.ch  of  .the  four  counts  and  |25  costs.  •  ■     ■  ' 
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135'     False  and  incomplete  labeling  of  alfalfa,  red  clover,  bromegrass 
seed  and  seed  mixtureso  Alfalfa  seed  and  seed  mixture  contf.ined  excessive 
noxious-weed  seeds,     U.  S.  V.  Berry  Seed  Company-j  Clarinda,  Iowa.     Plea  of 
guilty.     Fine  |50  and  125  costs.     (Fc  S=  k53) 

The  Berry  Seed  Companyy  Clsririda,  Iowa,  in  March  and  April  19U5  delivered 
for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce  from  Clarinda,  Iowa,  to  purchasers 
in  Minnesota  and  Indiana  one  bag  each  of  alfalfa  seed,  red  clover  seed, 
bromegrass  seed,  alfalfa  and  sweetclover  seed,  and  a  red  clover,  alsike  clover, 
and  timothy  seed  mixture. 

Information  was  filed  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for' the 
Southern  District  of  Iowa  alleging  thqit  the  Berry  Seed  Company,  Clarinda^ 
Iowa;  unlawfully  delivered  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce  the  above- 
mentioned  shipm.ents  of  seed  in  violation  of  the  Federal  Seed  Act.     The  violations 
were  as  follows: 

1.  A  shipment  of  one  bag  of  alfalfa  seed  made  to  Cannon  Falls,  Minnesota, 
was  labeled,  in  part,  "Noxious  I'ieeds  No.  Per  Pound  Dodder  10";  whereas, 
it  was  found  to  contain  dodder  seeds  at  the  rate  of  5U  psr  pound. 
Agrioulturfd  seed  containing  in  excess  of  25  dodder  seeds  per  pound  is 
prohibited  from  shipment  into  the  State  of  Minnesota, 

2,  A  shipment  of  one  bag  of  alfalfa  and  sweetclover  seed  made  to 
Moores  Hill,  Indiana,  was  labeled,  in  part,  ''0»  15^  WEED  SEED"  and 
did  not  indicate  the  presence  of  any  dodder  seed;  whereas^,  it  was 
found  to  consist,  in  part,  of  l.Jh  percent  weed  seed  and  to  contain 
dodder  seeds  at  the  rate  of  91  psr  pound. 

3^    A  shipment  of  one  bag  of  red  clover  seed  made  to  Remington,  Indiana, 
was  labeled,  in  part,  "Pure  seed  95,00^  -  Crop  seed  2.84^  -  Weed 
seed  0,98^  -  Germination  ^6^00%  -  Hard  seed  9.00^j  whereas,  it  was 
found  to  consist,  in  part,  of  92o56  percent  pure  seed,  h'9h  percent 
crop  seed  and  I.9O  percent  weed  seed,  and  to  have  a  germination  of 
51  percent  with  an  additional  1  percent  hard  seed. 

I4..    A  shipment  of  one  bag  of  bromegrass  seed  made  to  Onamia,  Minnesota, 
was  labeled,  in  part,  "GERMINATION  90^";  whereas,  it  was  found  to 
have  a  germination  of  76  percent. 

5.    A  shipment  of  one  bag  of  a  red  clover,  timothy  and  alsike  clover  seed 
mixture  made  to  Grove  City,  Minnesota,  was  labeled,   in  part,  ".70^ 
WEED  SEED  -  .60%  CROP  SEED  -  1,20%  INERT  -  NOXIOUS  irSETuS  NO.  PER  POUND 
BUCKHORN  16" J  whereas,  it  was  found  to  consist,  in  part,  of  2.23 
percent  weed  seed,  I.39  percent  crop  seed,  1,93  percent  inert  matter 
and  to  contain  the  noxious-weed  seeds,  buckhorn,  pennycress,  and 
dodder  at  the  rate  of  27,  118,  and  27  per  poimd,  respectively,  or  a 
total  of  172  per  pound.     Agricultural  seed  containing  in  excess  of 
25  such  noxious-weed  seeds  per  pound  is  prohibited  from  shipment  into 
the  State  of  Minnesota. 

On  April  18,  19U7,  the  Berry  Seed  Company,  Clarinda,  Iowa,  entered  a 
V  plea  of  guilty  and  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  |10  on  each  of  the  five  counts 
and  ^25  costs. 


136p     False  labeling  of  lespedeza  and  alfalfa  seed,     Lespedeza  seed 
contained  excessive  noxious-weed  seeds.    U.  S.  v»Belt  Seed  Company, 
Baltimore,  Marylando    Plea  of  guilty.     Fine  ;;i;200o  (F.  S.  h%.) 

The  Belt  Seed  Company,  Baltimore,  Maryland^  in  February  and  March,  19i+5, 
delivered  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce  from  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
to  dealers  in  Virginia  and  Delaware  15  bags  of  lespedeza  seed  and  7  hags  of 
alfalfa  seed.  ■ 

Information  was  filed  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  District  of  Maryland  alleging  that  the  Belt  Seed  Company, -Baltimore, 
Maryland,  did  unlawfully  deliver  for  transportation  in  interstate  comnerce 
the  above-mentioned  shipments  of  seed  in  violation  of  the  Federal  Seed  Act.  - 
The  violations  were  as  follows: 

1.    A  shipment  ©f  15  bags  of  lespedeza  seed  made  to  Newport  News,  Virginia, 
was  labele  d,  in  part,  to  indicate  that  the  noxious-weed  seed,  -dodder, 
was  present  at  the  rate  of  2  per  ounce j  whereas,-  it  was  found  to 
contain  dodder  seeds  at  the  rate  of  23  per  ounce.     Agricultural  seed 
containing  dodder  seeds  at  a  rate  in  excess  of  12  per  ounce  is 
prohibited  from  shipment  into  the  State  of  Virginia . 

2»    A  shipment-  of  7  bags  of  alfalfa  seed  made  to  Hockessin,  Delaware, 

was  l-abeledj  in  part,  "Germination  68.00°^  -  HardBsed-..  13?^  -  30%  Total 
■germination  &  Hardseed";  whereas,'  it  was  found  to  have  a  germination 
of  5^  percent  mth  an  additional  2  percent  hard  seeds  or  a  total 
germination  and  hard  seed  percentage  of  ^6, 

On  February  28,  19-^7,  The  Belt  Seed  Company,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  -entered 
a  plea  of  guilty  and  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  $100  on  each  of  the  two  countse 


137«    False  and  mi/sloading  'labeling  of  bromegrass,  timothy,  sv>roetcloTer 
and.  reod  canary  grass  seed.     U.  S.  v,  northern  Field  Seed  Company,  Winona, 
Minnesota.    Plea  of  nolo  contendere.    Fine  5375*     (F»  S.  kSl) 

The  Northern  Field  Seed  Company,  ¥finona,  IJinnesota,  in  February  and 
March,  19U3t  transported  or  delivered  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce 
from  Winona,  Ivlinnesota,  to  dealers  in  Wisconsin,  and  Michigan  15  bags  of  brome- 
grass seed,  a  total  of  20  bags  of  sv^eetclover  seed,  30  bags  of  timothy  seed, 
and  9  bags'  of  reed  canary  grass  seed. 

Information  was  filed  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
i>istrict  of  lEnnesota  alleging  that  the  Northern  Field  Seed  Company,  Winona, 
ffinnesata,  did  unlawfully  transport  or  deliver  for  transportation  in  interstate 
commerce  the  above-mentioned  shipments  of  seed  in  violation  of  the  Federal 
Seed  Act.     The  violation'^'  wor©  as  folloiw-gt 

1.  A  shipment  of  15  bags  of  bromegrass  seed  made  to  Nev/  London, 
^Ji'sconsin,  was  labeled,  in  .pait,  "Pure  Seed  85.OO/0  -  Crop  Seed  .05/3  - 
Inert  Matter  13.95/^5  whereas,  it  was  foUnd  to  consist,  in  part,  of 
7l4.»9U  percent  pure  seed,  1.72  percent  crop  seed,  and  22.1^2  percent 
inert  matter. 

2.  A  shipment  of  30  bags  of  timothy  seed  made  to  Mlvraukee ,  Vfisconsin, 

■  was  represented  to  have  a  germination  of  90  percent;  v/hereas,  it  was 
fo\and  to  have  a 'germination  of  63  percent* 

3.  A  shipment  of  10  bags  of  s-vveetclover "  seed  made  to  i.iiBmukce ,  Wisconsin, 
was  represented  to  be  "Tall"  swcetclover  seedj .  whereas ,  the  term 
"Tall"  is  not  a  recognized  name  of  a  variety  or  type  of  sweetclover* 
The -term  "Tall"  is  misleading  in  that  it  is  descriptive  of  Y\rhite  . 
STveetclover;  vvrhereas,  the  seed  was  found  to  be  approximately  29 
percent  yellow  svfeetc lover  seed. 

il,,    A  shipment  of  10  bags  of  sweetclover  seed  maclt.  to  I-IilY/aukee , 

Wisconsin,  was  represented  to  consist  of  99«50  percent  pure  seed, 
0.05  percent  crop  seed,  0,30  percent  inert  matter,  and  O.I5  percent 
weed  seeds  and  to  hav©  a  germination  of  83  percent  with  an  additional 
9  percent  hard  seeds;'  whereas,  it  wtxs  found  to  consist  of  97,82 
percent  pure  seed,  O.ijli.  percent  crop  seed,  O.7I  percent  inert  matter, 
and  1.03  percent  v;eed  seeds;  and  to  have  a  germi.nation  of  66  percent 
with  3  percent  hard  seeds  remaining. 

5.    A  shipment  of  9  bags  of  reed  canary  grass  seed  made  to  Lansing, 
i'iichigan,  vms  I'abelod^    ''Pure  Seed'  98.00^  -  Inert  matter  l,k3%  - 
Weeds  .i+O^J  whereds,  it  was  found  to  consist  of  91,21  percent 
pure  seed,  3»15  percent  inert  matter,  and  5»66  percent  weed  seeds. 

On  January  28,  191+7,  the  Northern  Field  Seed  Company,  Winona,  Minnesota, 
entered  a  plea  of  nolo  contendere  and  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  ;;^75  on  each 
of  the  five  counts* 
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138.     False  labeling  of  rye  seed.    U.  S.  v,/ August  Petrus  and  Creorge  E, 
Tyner  of  the  Tyner-Pctrus  Compnny,  ;:fest  ilonl-oe",  Louisiana,    Plea  of  guilty. 
Fine  ^200.     (F.  S.  M6l)  '        ^  ' 

The  Tyner-Petrus  .Company,. 'Test  Monroe,  Louisiana,  in  September  191+5 
transported  or  delivered  for  transportrition  in  interstate  commerce  from 
TTest  Monroe,  Louisiana,  to  a  dealer  in  McGehee,  Arkansas,  10  bags  of  rye  seed. 

Information  was  filed  in  the  district  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Western  District  of  Louisiana  alleging  that  the  Tyner-Petrus  Company,  West 
Monroe,  Louisiana,  dia  unlavv-fully  transport  or  deliver  for  transportation  in 
interstate  commerce  the  above-mentioned  shipment  of  seed  in  violation  of  the 
Foderal  Seed  Act.     The  violation  consisted  of  representing  the  seed  to  have 
a  germination,  of  91  percent;  whereas,  it  T/as  found  to  have  a  gemination  of 
11  percent. 

On  March  5»  19U7j  August  Petrus  and  George  E.  Tyner  operating  as  the 
Tyner-Petrus  Cmpany,  Wost  I'lonroe,  Loiiisiana,  entered  a  plea  of  guilty  and 
the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  §200, 


139*     False  labeling  of.  velvet  bean  seod,     U.  3.  v.  Benjamin  F.  Murphy 
and  John  M.  Palmer  of  Murphy  and  Palmer,  Sandersville ,  Georgia,    pleas  of 
nolo  contendere.    Fine  ii-50«  .S»  1-1.63) 

Murphy  and  Palmer,'  Sandersville,  Georgia,  in  March  19U5-  delivered  for 
transportation  in  interstate  commerce  from  Sandersville,  Georgia,  to  a 
purchaser  in  'Tadley,  Alabama,  J4O  bags  of  velvet  bean  seed. 

Information  vras  filed  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Mddlc  District  of  Georgia  alleging  that  Murphy  and  Palmer,  Sandersville, 
Georgia,  did  unltiwfully  deliver  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce 
the  above-mentioned  shipment  of  seed  in  violation  of  the  Federal  Seed  Act,  . 

The  violation  consisted  of  shipping  J4O  bags  of  velvet  bean  seed  from 
Sandcrs^alle ,  Georgia,  to  i/adloy,  Alabama,  with  labels  attached  to  the  bags 
representing  the  seed  to  have  a  germination  of  80  percent  and  n^  hard  seeds; 
whereas,  the  seed  was  found  to  have-  a  germination  of  1^9  percent  and  3  percent 
hard  seeds. 

On  April  23,  19I4.7,  Benjamin  F.  Murphy  and  John  M.  Palmer  entered  pleas 

of  nolo  c  :intendere ,  anil  the  c  5urt  imposed  a  fine  of  'j>50.  .. 


.-7- 


li+O'     False  labeling  of  oat  'seed.     Excessive  noxious-weed  seeds.,   Uj.  S.  v. 
15  bags  of  oat  seed.     Seed  seized  and  released  to  claimant  to  bp  ground  for 
feed.     (F.  S.  h^h) •  , 

The  E.  K.  Hardison  Seed  Company,  Nash-ville,  Tennessee,  on  or  about  August  28, 
I9U6,  delivered  for  transportation  in  initerstate  commerce  from  Nashville  , 
Tennessee,  to  -Moulton,  Alabama,  I5  bags  of  oat  see'd. 

A  libel  v;as  filed  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Northern 
District  of  Alabama  praying  seizure  of  this  seed  and  alleging  same  to  be  falsely 
labeled  with  respect  to  the  purity  percentages , and  the  names  and  rates  of  occurrence 
of  noxious-weed  seeds.    Noxious-weed  seeds  were  present  in  such  amount  as  to 
prohibit  such  seed  from  shipment  into  the  State  of  Alabama* 

Labels  attached  to  the  bags  bore,  in  part,  the  statements,  "PURE  SEED  98.80^ 
CROP  SEED  ..20=!?  »  WEED  SEED  ,kO%  -  NOXIOUS  'NEEDS  PER  LB.  -  CHEAT  100";  whereas, 
the  seed  was  fpund  to  consist,  in  part,  of  95«5U  pt^rcent  pure  seed,  1.18  percent 
crop  se.ed,  3*30  percent  weed  seed,,  and  to  contain  the  'noxious-weed  seeds,  cheat, 
corncockle,  and  dock  at  the  rate  of  1,863,,  22,  and  14.  per  pound,  respectively. 
Agricultural  seed  containing    in  ejccess  of  5OO  such  noxious-^weed  seeds  per  pound 
is  prohibited  from  shipment  into  the  State  of  Alabama.     The  seed  wa^s  seized  by 
the  United  States  marshal. 

On  November  6,  19k6,  the  seed  was  released  to  the  claimant  under  bond  to 
be  ground  for  feed  under  the  supervision  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

On  April  2,  I9U?:,  the  terms  of  the  decree  of  condemnation  had  been  complied 
with  and  the  bond  was  cancelled  by  the  Court.         ;     .  . 


ll|.l.     False  labeling  of  lespedeza  seed.     U.  S.  v.  Dan  McCoy  Seed  Company,  Inc»« 
Sikeston,  Missouri.    Flea  of  guilty.     Pine  |209,  (F.  S.  I467) . 

Dan  ?ffcCdy  Seed  Company,  Inc.,  Sikeston,  Missouri,  in  February  19^4-6,  transport- 
ed or  delivered  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce  from  Sikeston,  Missouri, 
to  a  dealer  in  Carlisle,  Arkansas,  eight  bags  of  lespedeza  seed. 

Information  was  filed  in  the  District  Court  of  the.  United  States  for  the 
Eastern  District  of  Missouri  alleging  that  the  Dan 'McCoy  Seed  Company,  Inc., 
Sikeston,  Missouri,  did  unlawfully  transport  or  deliver  for  transportation  in 
interst,ate  commerce  the  above-mentioned  shipment  of  •  seed  in  violation  of  the 
Federal  Seed  Act. 

The  violation  consisted  of  transporting  or  delivering  for  transportation 
from  Sikeston,  Missouri,  to  C-rlisle,  Arkansas,  eight  bags  of  lespedeza  seed 
which  bore  labels  representing  the  seed  to  have  a  germination  of  50  percent  and 
li.0  percent  hard  seeds,  or  90  percent  total  germination  and  hard  seeds;  whereas, 
the  seed  was  found  to  have  no  germination  and  no  hard  seeds  on  one  test,  and  -only  ^ 
2  percent  germination  and  1+  percent  hard  seeds  on  another  test. 

On  April  ll;,  19l+7i  the  Dan  McCoy  Seed  Company,  Inc.,  Sikeston,  Missouri, 
entered  a  plea  of  guilty  and  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  ^200. 


Ilj2»-    False  and  incomplGte  labeling  of  "swcetclovcr"  seed,  alfalfa  seed, 
and  millet  seed,    Jilfalfa  and  mllet  seed  contained  excessive  noxi ^us-vrec d 
seeds.     U.  S.  v.  Bolt  Seed  Company,  Baltimore,  Maryland,    Plea  of  g\ailty. 
Fine  ,300.     (F,  S.  1+69) 

The  Belt  Seed  Company,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  in  January  and  February  19i4.6 
delivered  for  transportation  in  interstate  cjmmerce  from  Baltimore,  llaryland, 
to  dealers  in  Virginia  one  bag  of  sweetclover  and  alfalfa  seed,  two  bags  of 
alfalfa  seed,  and  tv\ro  bags  of  i:iillet  seed. 

Information  v/as  filed  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
District  of  Maryland  alleging  that  the  Bolt  Seed  Company,  Baltimore,-  liaryland, 
■did  unla-wfully  deliver  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce  the  above- 
mentioned  shipments  of  seed  in  violation  of  the  Federal  Seed  i\ct,  Tfec 
violations  were  as  follov/s: 

1.  A  shipment  of  one  bag  of  "Sv/eetc lover"  -  seed  made  to  Mt«  Holly, 
Virgini'a,  was  represented  to  bo  99»-28  percent  pure  seed  and  0.2li. 
percent  weed'seed;  v/hcreas,  it  .\vr;s  found  to  consist,  in  part,  of.- 
66«l4.0  percent  -svvreotc lover  seed,  12.29-  jpercent  alfalfa  seed,  and 
0«87  percent  v;eed  seed.    Tn  addition,  the  seed  was  represented  to 
have  a  germination  of  69  percent  vath  an  additional  21  percent 
hard  seeds;  whereas,  the  swcetclover  see^.i  was  found  to  have  a 
gennination  of  33  percent  vdth  an  additi'^nal  59  pei'cent  hard  seeds. 
The  alfalfa  seed  was  found  to  have  a  germination  of  66  percent  vdth 
an  additional  3  percent  hard  seeds,  which  inf'^raation  v/as  not  shoivn 
on  the  labels, 

2,  A  shipment  of  two  bags  of  alfalfa  seed  made  to  Culpeper,  Virginia, 
was  not  labeled  to  shov;  the  presence  of  noxious-weed  seeds;  whereas, 
the  seed  was  found  to  contain  the  noxious-vreed  seed,  Johnson  grass, 
at  the  rate  of  752  per  pound.    Agricultural  seed  containing  8  or 
more  Johnson  grass  seeds  per  pound  is  prohibited  from,  sliipmont  into 
the  State  of  Virginia* 

3»        shipment  of  tvro  bags  of  ?Tiillet  seed  made  to  Culpeper,  Virginia, 
vn\s  not  labeled  to  show  the  presence  of  n  ;xi  ous-^/veed  seeds;  whereas, 

^      the  seed  was  found  to  contain  the  noxious-weel  seed,  Johnson  grass, 
at  the  rate  of  ^2  per  pound.    Agricultural  seed  containing  8  or  more 
Johnson  ,7,rass  seeds  per  pound  is  prohibited  from.- shipment  into  the 
State  of  Virginia, 

On  February  28,  1914?,  the  Belt  Seed  Com.pany,  Baltimore,  ^'laryland,  entered 
a  plea   )f  guilty  and  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  .)100  on  each  of  the  three 
counts , 
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143.    False  labeling  of  bromegrass  seed.    U..  S,  v,  J,  M.  Schultz  of  J»  M« 
Schultz  Seed  Company,  Dieterich,  'Illinois.    Plea,  of  guilty.  '  Fine  ,|250.  (F.  S.  470) 

J,  M.  Schultz  Seed  Company,  Dieterich,  Illinois,  in  September  1945  transported 
or  delivered  for  transportation' in  interstate  commerce  from  iDieterich,  Illinois,  to 
a  dealer  in  Evansville,  Indiana,  five  bags  of  bromegrass  seed. 

Information  was  filed  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  East- 
ern District  of  Illinois  alleging  that  J,  M,  Schultz  Seed  Company,  Dieterich,  Illi- 
nois, did  unlawfully  transport  or  deliver  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce 
the  above-mentioned  shipment  of  seed  in  violation  of  the  Federal  Seed  Act. 

The  viole^tion  consisted  of  shipping  from  Dieterich,  Illinois,  to  Evansville, 
Indiana,  five  bags  of  bromegrass  seed  which  bore  labels  representing  the  seed  to 
have  a  germination  of  85  percent;  whereas,  the  seed  wa,s  found  to  have  a  germination 
of  42-  percent. 

On  May  6,  1947^  J.'i/L  Schultz  of  the  J.  M.  Schultz  Seed  Company,  Dieterich, 
Illinois,  entered  a  plea  of  guilty  and  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  ■3f250r 


'■'144.    False  labeling  of  bluegrass  seed,    U.  S,  v,  Edo  F,  Mahgelsdorf  &  Bro., 
Inc,,'  St,  Louis,  Missouri^,    Plea  of  nolo  contendere.    Fine  $50,  (F,  S,  471) 

Ed,  F,  Llangelsdorf  &  BrOo,  Inc.,  St.  Louis,  J/Iissouri,  in  September  and  October, 
1945,  delivered  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce  from  St »  Lcmis,  Missouri, 
to  a  dealer  in  Staunton,  Virginia,  a  total  of  70  bags  of  bluegvass^seed. 

Information  was  filed  in  the  .District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  East- 
ern District'  of  Missouri  alleging  that  Ed,,  F«  Mange Isdorf  &  Bro,,  Inc.,  St,  Louis, 
Missouri,  did  unlav/fully  deliver  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce  the  above- 
mentioned  shipments  of  seed  in  violation  of  the  Federal  Seed  Act.    The  violations 
were  as  follows:     '       ",         ■  " 

lo    A  shipment  of  20  bags  of  bluegrass  seed  made  to  Staunton,  Virginia,  vras 
represented  to  have  a  germin3.tion  of  75  percent;  whereas,  it  was  found  to  have 
a  germination  of  46  percent. 

2,    A  shipment  of  50  bags  of  bluegrass  seed  consisting  of  a  20-bag  lot  and  a 
30-bag  lot  was  made  to  Staunton,  Virginia'.    The  20'-bag  lot  was  represented  to 
have  a  germination  of  75  percent;  whereas,  it  was  found  to  have  a  germination 
of  43  pereent'^    The  30-bag  lot  was  represented  to  have  a  germination  of  76  per~ 
cent;  whereas,  it  was  found  to  have  a  germination  of  60  percent. 

On  March  17,  1947,  Ed,  F.  Mangelsdorf  &  Bro.,  Inc,,  St,  Louis,  Misso^uri, 
entered  a  plea  of  nolo  contendere  and  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  $25  on  each 
of  two  counts „ 
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lA-5o    False  labeling  of  blu^^grass' seed,  alfalfa  seed  and  a  seed  mixt\ire.    U.  S. 
V.  Northern  Field  Seed  Company,  ?7inona,  Minnesota.    Plea  of  nolo  contendere; 
Fine  $500,    (Fo  S.  475) 

'Northern  Field  Seed  Company,  Winona,  Ivfinnesota,  ' in  Februaryj  April,  and  June 
1946,  transported'  or  delivered  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce  from 
Benson,  Mnnesota,  and  ?7inona,  Minnesota,  to  purchasers  in  Wisconsin,  2  bags  of 
bluegrass  s'eed,  25  9--pound  packages  of  a  seed  mixture,  and  6  bags  of  alfalfa  seed. 

Information  was  filed  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
District  of  Minnesota,  alleging  that  the  Northern  Field  Seed  Company,  Tinona,  i,3.nne- 
sota,  did  unlawfully  transport  or  deliver  for  transportation  in  interstate  corruaerce 
the  above-mentioned  shipments  of  seed  in  violation  of  the  Federal  Seed  Act^  The 
violations  were  as.  follows:  .,  ,  .  , 

lo    A  shipment  of  two  bags'  of  bluegrass  seed  made  to  I\Iilwaukee,  'Wisconsin, 
was  represented  to  consist,  in  part,  of  90  percent  pure' seed  and '6,50  percent 
inert  matter;  whereas,  it  was  fgund  to  consist,  in  part,  of  77.87  percent  pure 
seed  and  21,63  percent  inert  matter,  ■  ' 

2,    A  shipment  of  25  9-pound  packages  of  a  grass  seed  mixture  made  to  Ellsworth, 
Wisconsin,  was  improperly  labeled  to  show  30^50  percent  other  crop  seed 
consisting  of  bromegrass  and  crested  wheatgrass  and  was  represented^  in  part, 
to  have  2c50  percent  inert  matter;  whereas,  it  was  found  to  consist,  in' part, 
of  10.34- percent  bromegrass  seed,  12c86  percent  crested  wheatgrass  seed,  and 
7.18  percent  inert  matter „  •  ■ 

3e    A  shipment  of  six  bags  of  alfalfa  seed  made  to  Downsville,  Wisconsin, 
was  represented' to  have  a  germination  of  70  percent  and  an  additional  20  per- 
cent hard  seeds,  or  a  total  percentage  of  germination  and  hard  seeds  of  90; 
whereas,  the  seed  was  found  to  have  a  germination  of  37  percent  with  an 
additional  22  percent  hard  seeds,  or  a  total  germination  and  hard  seed  percent- 
age of  59. 

On  Jvine  17,  1947,  the  Northern  Field  Seed  Company,  Winona,  Minnesota,  entered 
a  plea  of  nolo  contendere  and  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  $500^ 
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lll.6.     Failure  to  label  ouckhorn  plantain  and  alsike  clo-^/Qr  seed. 
Excessive  noxious-^veed  ■seeds.  ,  u.  S.  v.'  ^9  bags  of  bucknorn  plantain  and 
alsike  clover  seed.     Seed  seized-  and  released  to  a  public  institution  for  feed- 
ing purposes.     (F.  S.  hll) > 

T-he  Pacific  Supply  Cooperative,  Redmond,  Oregon,  on  or  about  February  13., 
19il7»  delivered  for  transportation  in  interstate  cprnmproe .  from.  Redmond,  Oregon, 
to  Ferndale,  C-lifornia,  I4.8  bags  of  buckhorn  plantain  and.  alsike  clover  seed. 

A  libel  was  filed' in" the' District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Northern  District  of  C .<.l if ornia  praying  seizure  of  ^  this  seed  and.  alleging 
same  to  be  not  labeled  as  required  under  the  Federal  Seed  Act  and  to  contain 
noxio\xs-weed  seeds -in  such  quantity  as  to  be  prohibited  from  shipment  into 
the  State  of  California. 

The  seed  was  found 'to  dori'taih  2I;.  whitotop  seeds  and  7  quackgrass  seeds 
in  50  gi'ams  of  seed  excmined.     These  seeds  are  considered  primary  noxious-    ■  ' 
Treed  seeds  by  the  law  of  the  State  of  California.     The  sale  .of  agriciiltural 
seed  containing  any  whiteto'p  or  quackgrass  seeds  is  prohibited  under  the 
CrJifornia  State  seed  law  and  therefore  its  shipjnent  into  that  State  is 
prohibited  under  the  Federal  Seed  Act.     The  seed.  was.  js,ei.z.ed.  by  the  United 
States  marshal.    ■     '  ' 

On  May  29,  19^7,  no  claimant  having  appearp^i, .  the,  seed  was  released  to  a 
public  institution"  iAdth' the' provision  that  it  was  to  be  cooked  and  used  for  fee 


lij.7*     False  labeling  of  sweetclover  seed.,  .  U.  S.  v.  .i43  bags '  of  swoet- 
clovsr  seed.     Seed'se'ized  and  ordered  destroyed.     (F.  S.  hl^)  * 

George  P.  Sexauer  and  Son,  Brookings,.  ,S,o.uth.  DaJcata, -o-n  or  about  iJanuary  2, 
19l-!7  transported  cr  delivered  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce .  from 
Brookings,  South  Dakota,  to  Sioux  City,  lov/a,  lj.3.  hags ,  of  ■  sweetc-TOver- seed.     ■  ' 

A  libel  was  filed  in  the'  district  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Mortheru  District  of  Iowa  praying  seizure  of  thjs  seed- and  alleging 'same  to ■ 
be  falsely  labeled  with  respect  to  the  percentage . of  germination  and  the  rate 
of  occurrence  of  nbxious-^Veed' seeds . 

Labels  attached  to  the  bags  reiores.ented;  the  , seea  rto  have  a  germination  of 
76  percent  vjith  an 'additionai  7  percent  hard  seeds;  whereas,,  it  was-  found  to 
have  a  germination  "of '25  percent  with  an  additional  1  percent  hard  seeds  remain- 
ing.    The  labels  attached  to  the  bags  bore,  in  part,  the  statement  "PEIM.  NOX 
NOITE"  but  failed  to  indicate  the  presence  of  secondary  noxious-weed  seeds 5 
whereas,  the  seed  was  found  to  contain  the  secondary  noxious-vreed  seeds,  mustar 
and  dock  at  the  ruto  of  211  and  '^U  per  ounce.     The  seed  was  seized  by  the 
United  States  marshal. 

On  April  26,  1947  no  claimant  having  appeared,  the  seed  was  ordered 
destroyed. 
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INDEX,  BY  DEALER,  TO  CASES  .OF  PROSECUTION  AND  SEIZURE ' 
mmR  THE  FEDERAL  SEED  ACT,  133-1A7 


Dealer  and  Kind  of  Seed  Reference 

Belt  Seed  Company,  Inc.,  Baltimore,  I\5d, 

Lespedeza  and  alfalfa   ,   136 

Sweetclover,  alfalfa  and-  millet  »  142 

Berry  Seed  Company,  Clarinda,  la; 

Alfalfa,  red  clover,  bromegrass  and  seed  mixture  ......  135 

E,  K,  Hardison  Seed  Company,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Oat   \  ; . .   140 

Ed,  F.  Mangelsdorf  &  Bro,,  Inc.,  St,  Louis,  Mo.. 

Bluegrass  ,   \Uh 

Dan  McCoy  Seed  Company,  Inc.,  Sikeston,  Moo 

Lespedeza   141 

Murphy  and  Palmer,  Sandersville,  Ga, 

Velvet -bean  . .'  *......*......  139 

Northern  Field  Seed  Company,  'i^inona,  Minn. 

Brom.egrass,  timothj'-, .  sweetclover  and  reed  canary  grass.. 137 
Bluegrass,  alfalfa,  and  seed  mixture   (,  145 

Pacdfic  Supply  Cooperative,  Redmond,  Ore, 

Buckhorn  plantain  and  alsike  .clover  146 

J*  'M,  Schultz  Seed  Company,  Dieterich,,  111.. 

Bromegrass  '  143 

Geo,  P»  Sexauer  and  Son,  Brookings,  S,  Dak. 

Sweetclover  ,   147 

Tyner-Petrus  Company,.  Vfest  Monroe,  .La,  . 

Rye   '    138 

Wertheimer-McGuin  Seed  Company,  Ligonier,  Ind, 

Sweetclover,  alfalfa  and  red  clover  133 

.  Popcorn,  sweetclover  and  alfalfa  ^   134 


